
 

 
THE SOCIETY TOUR TO BATH AND WELLS; 18th – 22nd MAY 2015. 

 
This year Neil Hynd will lead us through the cities of Bath and Wells, and a number 
of interesting properties in the neighbourhood.  The start of the tour will be at The 
Abbey Hotel, 1 – 3 North Parade, Bath BA1 1LF (tel: 01225 461 603), in time for 
dinner at 6.30pm, on Monday 18th May.  Travel options will be issued to those 
applying.  Please note that some walking around Bath is planned and you should be 
able to participate. 
 
Monday 18th May. 
Sign in at the Abbey Hotel on arrival in the afternoon, dinner at 6.30pm in the Hotel 
followed by an Introduction to Bath by Dr Michael Rowe, a Bath resident, 
Chairman of the Friends of the Victoria Art Gallery, the History of Bath Research 
Group and of their Editorial Board for their Journal ‘Bath History’. 
 
Tuesday 19th May. 
We depart at 9.30 am by coach to Bristol docks where we will visit Brunel’s famous 
SS Great Britain.  The restoration and presentation of this historic ship has won 
many accolades, and gives visitors a close-up insight into the advances in British 
engineering in the 19th century as well as experiencing some of the passenger 
facilities on board.  After lunch (own cost) in the dockside restaurant, we travel on to 
Dyrham Park (National Trust).  A house of the 1690s where little has changed 
through the centuries, it is best remembered today for the evocative performances by 
Emma Thomson and Anthony Hopkins in the film The Remains of the Day.  We 
return to Bath in time (6.30pm) to attend a reception in the Victoria Art Gallery 
hosted by the Friends of the Victoria Gallery.  This is a small gallery with a well-
represented collection of paintings and other artefacts, and will be an opportunity for 
us to meet a few of the Gallery’s Friends.  A ten minute walk takes you back to the 
hotel.  Dinner at own cost may be taken in the hotel or in one of Bath’s many 
restaurants. 
 
Wednesday 20th May. 
We leave by coach at 9.30am to visit Corsham Court, the home of Lord Methuen.  
Although you are presented with an Elizabethan South facade, the house has been 
enlarged several times over the years and now houses a famous art collection with 
over 160 painting on view, from Italian masters through other European centres to a 
few British paintings too.  We leave in time to reach Ammerdown where we will be 
welcomed by Mr Andrew Jolliffe who is kindly opening his home to us.  We will be 
given lunch, a tour of the 18th – 19th century house with fine gardens by Lutyens.  
Ammerdown is still very much a “lived in” house and we will see a fine collection of 
furniture still in everyday use as well as English porcelain and other works of Art.  We 
drive on to reach Wells around 4pm, where we will stroll through the city to reach 

 



Wells Cathedral in time for evensong (5.00pm).  Those who prefer may continue to 
explore the city (grounds of the Bishops palace etc.).  We return to the Hotel in time 
for dinner (own cost) either in the hotel or in the town. 
 
Thursday 21st May. 
Today we depart on foot (9.15 am) to explore Bath.  A 20 minute walk takes us to the 
world famous Royal Crescent, built between 1767 and 1774 by architect John Wood 
the Younger.  We visit No 1 Royal Crescent owned by the Bath Preservation Trust.  
The house was reopened in June 2013 after extensive restoration, including the re-
connection of the service apartments, which had been in separate ownership until 
recently.  The house is now displayed as it was used by Henry Sandford, the first 
known occupant.  After our visit, we are due at 11.00 am at No 2 The Circus, which 
is a five minute walk.  This is a private ground floor apartment owned by Mrs Lynette 
Hood who has kindly offered to give us coffee and view her two public rooms.  The 
Circus, by John Wood the Elder, is another of Bath’s iconic architectural set-pieces, 
and is not unlike Edinburgh’s Moray Place in scale though about 50 years older!  
Suitably refreshed, another five minute walk will take us to the Assembly Rooms and 
Museum of Fashion.  As long as they are not in use, we will see the several public 
meeting rooms as built by John Wood.  One of the highlights is the set of nine 18th 
century chandeliers throughout the building – each one insured for £1million!  Below 
the Assembly Rooms is the Fashion Museum, which displays a range of historic 
costumes, which may have graced the street, and houses of Bath through the centuries.  
The afternoon is free for lunch, shopping, sightseeing, or rest as you wish.  At 7.30pm 
we walk (three minutes) to the location of our Dinner in Sally Lunn’s historic 
restaurant.  The oldest eatery in town, and the source of the Bath Bun – in which 
every course is served! 
 
Friday 22nd May 
We leave the hotel at 9.30am for a five minute walk to the Roman Baths and Temple 
complex.  This is the raison d’etre of Bath, the Roman remains survived up to three 
metres in height in places and allowed a fairly accurate impression of what the Baths 
may have looked like.  The site now includes a good museum of Roman artefacts 
found on the site, and an explanation of the Roman city of Aquae Sulis.  By mid-
morning, we can return to the hotel to retrieve our luggage and begin the homeward 
journey under our own arrangements. 
 
 
 
The cost of this year’s tour will be £650.00 (for a shared double room) with a single 
room supplement of £280.00.  The price does not include the cost of travel to and 
from Bath.  Applications to join the tour should be made on the attached form and 
returned to Ian Dickson Travel Service, 50 Dundas Street, Edinburgh EH3 6JN, (0131 
556 6777) enclosing a non-returnable deposit of £200.00.  A maximum number of 
places will be 25, secured by the receipt of the application form with deposit.  A list of 
Edinburgh – Bath travel options and any other information about the tour will be 
issued to applicants nearer the time. 


