
 

EDFAS trip to Amsterdam – October 2015 

EDFAS has arranged a three-night trip to the Netherlands, in October 2015.  We shall visit two major art 
galleries, the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam and the Mauritshuis in The Hague, both recently reopened after 
major refurbishment.  The cost of the three-night tour will be £ 890 (single supplement £ 285). 

Tuesday 6 October 2015 Fly from Edinburgh to Amsterdam Schiphol, 
Walking tour of Haarlem, followed by the Frans Hals Museum 

Our KLM flight leaves Edinburgh at 09:10, to arrive 
in Schiphol Airport at 11:45 (local time).  We are 
driven by bus to Haarlem, where we have lunch at 
our own expense in one of the many cafés in the 
Grote Markt. 
 
After lunch, we have a one hour walking tour of 
Haarlem, which will take in one or more of 
Haarlem’s famous hofjes – what we would call 
almshouses in English. 

 

The Frans Hals Museum, where our walk finishes, is 
another hofje, where many works by Frans Hals and 
his contemporaries of the Dutch “Golden Age” are 
displayed.  We shall have a guided tour of the 
museum, with a short time for individual viewing. 
 
We rejoin our bus for the drive to our hotel in 
Amsterdam’s Museum Quarter, the Hotel Jan 
Luyken, which will be our base for three nights on a 
bed-and-breakfast basis.  We shall have dinner 
together in a nearby restaurant. 

 
Wednesday 7 October 2015 Visit to the Rijksmuseum 

Amsterdam’s beloved Rijksmuseum reopened in 
2013 after a ten-year refurbishment.  We have 
arranged for a short talk by the project leader about 
the refurbishment before we start our visit to the 
collection.  The Rijksmuseum offers a broad menu 
of one-hour conducted tours; the tour cost includes 
one tour, which must be selected in advance.  
Details of the tours available will be given later. 

 

 



Lunch is available at our own expense, in the 
Rijksmuseum café or restaurant; only the latter 
offers advance reservations.  Our entrance ticket is 
valid for multiple entries on the day of issue, so we 
may return to the museum as often as we wish.  
Alternatively, we may visit any of half-a-dozen other 
nearby museums, details of which will be given 
later. 
 
Dinner this evening is at our own expense. 

 
Thursday 8 October 2015 Drive to The Hague to visit the Mauritshuis and the Peace Palace 

Today, we shall drive to The Hague to see the 
Mauritshuis.  Not unlike our own National Gallery of 
Scotland, the Mauritshuis is compact, yet with a 
world-renowned collection, concentrated on the 
very best of Dutch Golden Age painting.  The 
adjacent image gives an idea of how the new main 
entrance has been created in a light-filled 
underground foyer. 

 
After lunch, at our own expense – there are many cafés in Het Plein – we shall walk for about 20 minutes, past 
the Noordeinde Paleis, the “working palace” of the Dutch monarch, to the Panorama Mesdag.  Henrik Willem 
Mesdag was a noted marine painter of The Hague school; his panorama is his most significant work, and the 
oldest panorama in its original location. 

A short walk will take us to the Peace Palace, the 
construction of which was made possible by a gift 
from Andrew Carnegie of $ 1.5 million.  The Palace 
is normally only open to the public at weekends but 
we hope to be able to have access to see some of 
the magnificent decoration within the palace. 
 
We drive back to our hotel in Amsterdam, and again 
have dinner together at a nearby restaurant. 

 
NOTE – the Peace Palace is a working building, the home of several international judicial organisations.  We 
shall only be able to visit on a weekday if the work of these organisations allows.  This may necessitate 
rearranging our day in The Hague at short notice. 

Friday 9 October 2015 Visit to the Hermitage Museum and return flight to Edinburgh 

This satellite museum of the famous Hermitage Museum of St Petersburg shows temporary exhibitions from 
the main collection.  We shall see “Alexander, Napoléon and Joséphine”, which brings to life through art the 
battle between the two emperors, the Tsar and Napoléon.  After lunch in the Neva Restaurant, our bus will 
take us to Schiphol for our return KLM flight to Edinburgh, departing at 16:35, arriving in Edinburgh at 17:00. 
 

The cost of the tour will be £ 890.00, with a single room supplement of £ 285.00.  Flight times given are those 
currently available from KLM, and are subject to change. 

 


