
 
 

TRADITIONAL MEETS MODERN IN PATHHEAD, MIDLOTHIAN 
THURSDAY 5 JUNE 2014: 11.00am – 3.00pm 

 

 
 

Hope House © Douglas Gibb Prestonhall 
 

This is an opportunity to see two delightful houses, less than five miles apart, which are totally different from each 
other and are not open to the public. 

Prestonhall was purchased by Alexander Callander in 1789.  He proceeded to demolish the existing house and in 
1791 the foundation stone was laid for the mansion that we now see.  He died the next year and the house was 
completed by his brother in 1800.  It is considered to be the most important work of the Aberdeen born architect 
Robert Mitchell.  The two pavilions may have been part of the original William Adam building but remodelled by 
Mitchell.  There were additional alterations in the early 19th century and the porch was added in 1850.  The walled 
garden is in the exciting stages of being restored.  The house has remained in the family and Mrs Henry Callander 
will welcome us in June.  

Hope House, the brainchild of Richard and Pru Irvine, has been built within the last ten years.  They took much 
time working out their ideas for a contemporary home, environmentally friendly and sitting harmoniously and 
comfortably within the landscape.  It is located next to two 18th century lime kilns and the locally sourced 
materials used for the external walls complement the old kiln structures.  Hope House has received Saltire Society 
and Edinburgh Architectural Association commendations and has appeared on the Channel Four Grand Designs 
programme.  It is an exciting building created by two imaginative and resourceful people with the help of an 
excellent Edinburgh architect who was able to bring their ideas to fruition. 

Members will meet at one of the two houses at 11.00 (detailed maps will be sent with the tickets), where they will 
be shown around the houses by Pru Irvine and Richard Callander. Weather permitting, it will be possible to see the 
walled garden at Prestonhall.  At 12.30 both groups will join for a light lunch at Prestonhall after which the groups 
will switch venues for the afternoon visits.  Tickets are priced at £25 a head.  Numbers will be limited for this 
event. Members wishing to apply for tickets should return the form below with a cheque and SAE to Filly Nicol, 

1a Mayfield Terrace, Edinburgh EH9 1RU (tel no 0131 668 1123).  Tickets will be issued after May 1st. 
........................................................................................................................................................................ 

TRADITIONAL MEETS MODERN IN PATHHEAD, MIDLOTHIAN 
THURSDAY 5 JUNE 2014: 11.00am – 3.00pm 

I wish to apply for ……. Member only tickets @£25 each. I enclose my cheque for £………..made out to 
EDFAS.  

Name: ………………………………………...... Address: ……………………………………………… 

……………………………..e-mail: ………………………………………....Tel no: ……………………. 
Please mark outer envelope EDFAS, remember a SAE, and keep top half of this form for reference. 

This is a fillable form.  You may either, print the form and fill it by hand, or else display it on your computer screen, fill the 
fields, and print the filled form, and send it to the event organiser.  Please DO NOT attempt to save the document with the 

fields filled, and eMail that to the organiser.  This may not work, and you would still have to send your cheque. 
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