
 
 

A VISIT TO ST NINIAN’S MANSE & LAMB’S HOUSE IN LEITH 
THURSDAY 24th APRIL 2014: 10.30 AM AND 2.30 PM 

 

 
 

Lamb’s House St. Ninian’s Manse 

Two of Scotland’s foremost architects, James Simpson and Nicolas Groves-Raines have each rescued a historic 
building in Leith and converted them as their own offices.  They have very kindly invited us to inspect their 
respective premises. 
St Ninian’s Manse, Quayside Street: This was the site of the first parish church for North Leith in 1606.  The 
surviving manse/session house (tower dated 1675) was attached to the church (now gone).  The buildings were 
rescued in the 1990s by Simpson & Brown Architects, and having removed several later accretions, converted the 
old manse into architects’ offices. 
Lamb’s House, Burgess Street: A late 16th or early 17th century town residence.  Typically, the ground floor 
acted as business premises with the domestic quarters above.  Purchased by the Marquis of Bute in 1958, it 
passed to the N T S.  It was then leased to the city for use as a day care centre for the elderly.  The building was 
again in need of modernisation by 2000 and an opportunity arose for Mr Groves-Raines to acquire the building in 
2010.  Since then he has undertaken a programme of repair.  The ground floor has become premises for his 
practice, while the upper floors have been returned to a private house for his family.  Both parts of the building 
will be able to be inspected. 
Members will meet in one of the buildings at 10.30 am (detailed instructions will be issued with tickets, together 
with a map and suggested local restaurants).  They will hear about the work of the architect’s practice and the 
restoration work and will have an opportunity to inspect the building.  At around 12.00 noon, members will break 
and make their own arrangements in Leith for lunch.  At 2.30 pm members will re-assemble at their second 
venue, where the programme will be repeated, departing around 4.00 pm.  There is very limited free parking in 
the area but there are four Lothian bus routes from the centre (Nos 16, 22, 35, 36) stopping near to the venues.  
Tickets are priced at £10.  Members wishing to apply for tickets should return the attached form and SAE in an 
envelope marked ‘EDFAS’ to:- 
Neil R Hynd, The Coach House, 1 Newmains Farm Steading, Drem, by North Berwick EH39 5BL 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

A VISIT TO ST NINIANS MANSE AND LAMBS HOUSE, LEITH, 24TH APRIL 2014, 10.30am 
I wish to apply for ……. Member only tickets @£10.00 each. I enclose my cheque for £………..made out to EDFAS, 
and include a return SAE.  

Name: …………………………..............……………............................ Tel No: ......................................................  

Address:  …………………….......……………………………... .......................email: .......................................... 
Please mark the outer envelope EDFAS, remember the SAE and keep the top of this booking form for future reference 

This is a fillable form. You may either, print the form and fill it by hand, or else display it on your computer screen, fill the fields, 
and print the filled form, and send it to the event organiser. Please DO NOT attempt to save the document with the fields filled, 

and eMail that to the organiser. This may not work, and you would still have to send your cheque. 
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